Phase II study of 4'-deoxydoxorubicin (esorubicin) in advanced or metastatic adenocarcinoma of the stomach.
4'-deoxydoxorubicin (DxDx) was administered to 17 patients with locally advanced or metastatic gastric adenocarcinoma. Treatment cycles were repeated every 21 days. 15 eligible patients with a Karnofsky performance status of 50% or better (median: 70%) received at least one course of treatment; a median of 2 courses of DxDx was delivered (range 1 to 13). The median dose per treatment course was 26 mg/m2 (range 8.5 mg/m2 to 53 mg/m2). 69% of patients required dose reduction following the first course of therapy due to grade 3 or 4 myelosuppression, primarily neutropenia. The principal side effects included anemia, mild gastrointestinal toxicities, and alopecia; one patient experienced a 10% decrease in cardiac ejection fraction without clinical cardiac toxicity. Of the 15 patients assessable for response and toxicities, 1 patient had a partial response lasting 2.5 months. The median survival from the time of the first treatment was 3.3 months. We conclude that DxDx has only limited activity in the treatment of advanced gastric adenocarcinoma.